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57 ABSTRACT

An optical splitter has a main branch coupled to a number of
tributary branches. The main branch includes a light-absorp-
tive core and a light-reflective grating. The absorptive core
can absorb light arriving from the tributary branches and
transmit light arriving from the main branch to the reflective
grating. The reflective grating can reflect light from the main
branch back through the absorptive core to the main branch.
Light arriving from the tributary branches exchanges mode
with light reflected by the reflective grating.

20 Claims, 5 Drawing Sheets
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OPTICAL SPLITTER WITH ABSORPTIVE
CORE AND REFLECTIVE GRATING

BACKGROUND

An optical network, such as a passive optical network
(PON), includes a number of optical line terminals (OLTs)
that are connected to a number of optical network units
(ONUs) using optical fibers. For example, an OLT in a cen-
tralized location may be connected to multiple ONUS s that are
in different locations.

The optical fiber connected to an OLT is split into multiple
tributary branches at an optical splitter, and each tributary
branch is connected to a respective ONU. Optical signals
(light) from the OLT are carried through the main branch of
the optical fiber to the splitter, then through the tributary
branches to the ONUs. Optical signals (light) from each ONU
are carried through the respective tributary branch to the
splitter, and then through the main branch to the OLT. Thus,
streams of optical signals from the OLT to the ONUs, and
from multiple ONUs to the OLT, use the same main branch of
the optical fiber. A protocol such as time division multiple
access (IDMA) can be used to distinguish one stream from
another.

Single-mode optical fiber is usually used in a practical
PON for its high bandwidth. In a single-mode optical fiber,
only the fundamental mode can propagate for along distance;
other higher modes will leak and vanish quickly. In a typical
implementation, a single-mode optical fiber is split into 64
single-mode tributary branches. Ideally, in such an imple-
mentation, Y4 of the light (Y64 of the optical signal power)
transmitted by an OLT would reach each ONU. In actuality,
only about Y100 of the optical signal power reaches each ONU
because of signal attenuation along the transmission path, due
to factors such as absorption, scattering, bends in the optical
fiber, losses due to leaky modes, and losses at connectors and
splices, for example. The direction from the OLT to the ONUs
is usually referred to as the downstream direction.

Light coming in the other direction—the upstream direc-
tion, from the ONUs to the OLT—also suffers from similar
power losses along the transmission path. Due to intrinsic
features of waveguide coupling, most of the light in the fun-
damental mode in the single-mode tributary branches enters
higher-order modes in the main branch and leaks quickly in
the main branch. As a result, only about %100 of the optical
signal power transmitted by an ONU reaches the OLT, result-
ing in very high insertion losses in the upstream direction.

Losses in the downstream direction are often acceptable,
because most of the optical signal power is distributed to
different ONUs and is utilized. What is more, downstream
losses can be compensated for by placing an optical amplifier
in the main branch, for example. However, losses in the
upstream direction are problematic because most of the opti-
cal signal power just leaks and is wasted, and it is too expen-
sive to place an optical amplifier in each tributary branch.
Upstream losses can reduce bandwidth and reduce the trans-
mission distance of the optical signals.

Accordingly, a solution that can reduce the upstream inser-
tion losses at the splitter would be beneficial.

SUMMARY

In overview, in an embodiment according to the present
disclosure, an optical splitter includes a waveguide main
branch and a number of waveguide tributary branches. The
main branch includes a light-absorptive core and a light-
reflective grating. In an embodiment, the absorptive core is in
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the main branch and the grating is in the main branch between
the absorptive core and the tributary branches. The absorptive
core can absorb light that is arriving from the tributary
branches and transmit light that is traveling from the main
branch toward the reflective grating. The reflective grating
can reflect light from the main branch back through the
absorptive core to the main branch. Light arriving from the
tributary branches exchanges mode with light reflected by the
reflective grating.

In an embodiment, the light arriving from the direction of
the main branch and reflected by the reflective grating has a
wavelength of about 1311-1315 nano-meters. In an embodi-
ment, light is also transmitted along the main branch toward
the tributary branches at a second, different wavelength (e.g.,
about 1490 nano-meters). In an embodiment, the reflective
grating is selectively reflective and transmits light at the sec-
ond wavelength.

In an embodiment, the main branch includes a reflecting
surface around its perimeter.

Embodiments according to the present disclosure provide a
number of benefits and advantages. Because leaky light at the
splitter is transformed into useful, guided light, upstream
insertion losses at the splitter are reduced. In embodiments
according to the present invention, up to 50 percent of the
optical signal power from the ONUs reaches the OLT. Reduc-
ing power losses can increase bandwidth and increase the
transmission distance of optical signals. Costs can be reduced
because at least some of the additional equipment (e.g.,
amplifiers or regenerators) used to boost optical signal power
can be eliminated.

These and other objects and advantages of the various
embodiments of the present disclosure will be recognized by
those of ordinary skill in the art after reading the following
detailed description of the embodiments that are illustrated in
the various drawing figures.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The accompanying drawings, which are incorporated in
and form a part of this specification and in which like numer-
als depict like elements, illustrate embodiments of the present
disclosure and, together with the description, serve to explain
the principles of the disclosure.

FIG. 1is a block diagram illustrating selected components
of'an optical network including a splitter upon which embodi-
ments according to the present invention can be implemented.

FIG. 2A illustrates a splitter in an embodiment according to
the present invention.

FIG. 2B is a block diagram showing selected components
of an apparatus including a splitter coupled to an optical line
terminal in an embodiment according to the present inven-
tion.

FIG. 3A is a block diagram illustrating an example of the
apparatus in operation in an embodiment according to the
present invention.

FIG. 3B is a block diagram illustrating another example of
the apparatus in operation in an embodiment according to the
present invention.

FIG. 4 is a flowchart of an example of a method for reduc-
ing upstream insertion losses at a splitter in an embodiment
according to the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Reference will now be made in detail to the various
embodiments of the present disclosure, examples of which
are illustrated in the accompanying drawings. While
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described in conjunction with these embodiments, it will be
understood that they are not intended to limit the disclosure to
these embodiments. On the contrary, the disclosure is
intended to cover alternatives, modifications and equivalents,
which may be included within the spirit and scope of the
disclosure as defined by the appended claims. Furthermore, in
the following detailed description of the present disclosure,
numerous specific details are set forth in order to provide a
thorough understanding of the present disclosure. However, it
will be understood that the present disclosure may be prac-
ticed without these specific details. In other instances, well-
known methods, procedures, components, and circuits have
not been described in detail so as not to unnecessarily obscure
aspects of the present disclosure.

FIG. 1 is a block diagram illustrating selected components
of an optical network 100 upon which embodiments accord-
ing to the present invention can be implemented. In the
example of FIG. 1, the network 100 includes an optical line
terminal (OLT) 110 and a number of optical network units
(ONUs) 120a, 1205, 120c, and 120z (120a-n) that are
coupled by optical fibers as well as other network components
(not shown). The ONUs 1204-» may also be known as optical
network terminals (ONTs); in general, the term “ONT” is
used to refer to a single-tenant ONU. There can be more than
one OLT and more than one ONU per OLT.

In the example of FIG. 1, the optical fibers in the optical
network 100 include a optical fiber main branch 130 and
optical fiber tributary branches 132a, 1325, 132¢, and 132
(132a-n). In an embodiment, the optical fiber main branch
130 and the optical fiber tributary branches 1324-z are single
mode optical fibers. In an embodiment, the optical fiber main
branch 130 and the optical fiber tributary branches 132a-7 are
coupled to a splitter 200. The splitter 200 is described in
further detail in FIGS. 2A, 2B, 3A, and 3B.

With reference still to FIG. 1, in an embodiment, the net-
work 100 is a passive optical network (PON) that does not
require any active components to distribute optical signals
carrying data between the OLT 110 and the ONUs 120a-n.
Instead, passive optical components are used to distribute
optical signals between the OLT 110 and the ONUs 1204a-7.

The network 100 may be a Next Generation Access (NGA)
system, such as a ten (10) gigabit-per-second (Gbps) GPON
(XGPON), which may have a downstream bandwidth of
about 10 Gbps and an upstream bandwidth of about 2.5 Gbps
or more. Alternatively, the network 100 may be an Ethernet-
based network, such as an EPON defined by the IEEE
802.3ah standard, a 10-Gigabit EPON as defined by the IEEE
802.3av standard, an asynchronous transfer mode PON
(APON), a broadband PON (BPON) defined by the ITU-T
(5.983 standard, a GPON defined by the ITU-T G.984 stan-
dard, or a wavelength division multiplexed (WDM) PON
(WPON).

The OLT 110 can be any device that is configured to com-
municate with the ONUs 120q-» and another part of the
network 100 or with another network (not shown). For
instance, the OLT 110 may forward data received from
another part of the network 100 or from another network to
the ONUSs 120a-#, and forward data received from the ONUs
120a-n to other parts of the network 100 or to another net-
work. The specific configuration of the OLT 110 may vary
depending on the type of network. If the other network is
using a network protocol, such as Synchronous Optical Net-
working/Synchronous Digital Hierarchy (SONET/SDH) or
Ethernet, that is different from the protocol used in the net-
work 100, the OLT 110 may include a converter that converts
the other network protocol into the network 100 protocol. The
OLT 110 converter may also convert the network 100 proto-
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col into the other network protocol. The OLT 110 can be
located at a centralized location, such as a central office, but
may be at other locations as well.

The ONUs 120a-7 can be any devices that are configured to
communicate with the OLT 110. Specifically, the ONUs
120a-» may act as an intermediary between the OLT 110 and
acustomer. For instance, the ONUs 120a-7 may forward data
received from the OLT 110 to the customer, and forward data
received from the customer to the OLT 110. The specific
configuration of the ONUs 120a-r may vary depending on the
type of network 100. In an embodiment, the ONUs 120a-»
include an optical transmitter configured to send optical sig-
nals to the OLT 110, and an optical receiver configured to
receive optical signals from the OLT 110. Additionally, the
ONUs 120a-7 may include a converter that converts the opti-
cal signals into electrical signals for the customer, such as
signals in the Ethernet or asynchronous transfer mode (ATM)
protocol, and a second transmitter and/or receiver that can
send and/or receive the electrical signals to another customer
device. The ONUs 120a-% can be located at distributed loca-
tions, such as customers’ premises (e.g., at residences and/or
business locations).

In an embodiment, the ONT 110 and ONUs 120a-z com-
municate via a data distribution system, which may include
optical fibers, couplers, splitters (e.g., the splitter 200), dis-
tributors, and/or other equipment. In an embodiment, the
optical fibers, couplers, splitters, distributors, and/or other
equipment are passive optical components; that is, they do not
require any power to distribute optical signals between the
OLT 110 and the ONUs 120q-n. Alternatively, the network
100 may include active components, such as optical amplifi-
ers.

At times, the term “downstream” may be used herein to
indicate the direction from the OLT 110 toward the ONUs
120a-n, and the term “upstream” may be used herein to indi-
cate the direction from the ONUs to the OLT. For example,
optical signals flow downstream from the OLT 110 to the
ONUs 120a-n, while optical signals from the ONUs flow
upstream to the OLT.

In an embodiment, splitters (e.g., the splitter 200) are used
in the network 100 to split an optical fiber (referred to herein
as the optical fiber main branch) into multiple branches (re-
ferred to herein as optical fiber tributary branches).

FIG. 2A illustrates a splitter 200 in an embodiment accord-
ing to the present invention. In an embodiment, the splitter
200 includes optical waveguides (e.g., silicon dioxide
waveguides) formed on a substrate 201 (e.g., a silicon sub-
strate). In such an embodiment, the splitter 200 includes an
optical waveguide main branch 222 and a number of optical
waveguide tributary branches 224, 225, 226, and 227 (224-
227). There can be more or less than the four optical
waveguide tributary branches shown in the figure; in an
embodiment, there are 64 optical waveguide tributary
branches. The optical waveguide main branch 222 is coupled
to the optical fiber main branch 130, and the optical
waveguide tributary branches 224-227 are each coupled to a
respective one of the optical fiber tributary branches 132a-n.

FIG. 2B is a block diagram showing an example of an
apparatus including the splitter 200 that is coupled to the OLT
110 in an embodiment according to the present invention. In
the example of FIG. 2B, the OLT 110 includes a first laser
diode 202, a second laser diode 204, a wavelength division
multiplexer (WDM) 206, and a photo-detector 208. The OLT
110 may include components other than those shown and
described.

In an embodiment, the OLT 110 is an embedded optical
time-domain reflectometer (EOTDR). The first laser diode
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202, which may be referred to as a laser diode with upstream
band, generates light (optical signals) at a wavelength of
about 1311-1315 nano-meters (nm); this wavelength may be
referred to herein as the first wavelength. The second laser
diode 204, which may be referred to as a downstream laser
diode, generates light (optical signals) at a wavelength of
about 1490 nm; this wavelength may be referred to herein as
the second wavelength.

The ONUs 120a, 1205, and 120¢ (120a-c) also generate
light (optical signals), at a wavelength of about 1310 nm; this
wavelength may be referred to herein as the third wavelength.

The term “about” is used herein to indicate that a wave-
length not precisely equal to 1490 nm, or not precisely equal
to 1310 or 1315 nm, may be permissible as long as the
wavelength is within the tolerances that allow data to be
accurately transmitted and received using optical signals sent
over a network at that wavelength.

The photodetector 208 is used to detect incoming optical
signals.

In the example of FIG. 2B, the OLT 110 is coupled via the
optical fiber main branch 130 to an apparatus that may be
referred to generally as a splitter. In the example of FIG. 2B,
the splitter 200 includes an optical waveguide having a main
branch 222 and a number of tributary branches 224, 225, and
226 (224-226). In an embodiment, the main branch 222 is
between the OLT 110 and the tributary branches 224-226, and
the tributary branches are between the main branch and the
ONUs 120a-c. There can be more than three tributary
branches. In an embodiment, there are 64 tributary branches.

The optical fiber 130 includes a cladding 228 that sur-
rounds a core 229; that is, the perimeter of the optical fiber is
clad. In FIGS. 2B, 3A, and 3B, the optical fiber 130 and the
splitter 200 are shown in cross-section.

A light-absorptive core 230 is included in the main branch
222, upstream of the tributary branches 224-226 (between the
OLT 110 and the tributary branches). A light-reflective grat-
ing 232 is downstream of the absorptive core 230. In an
embodiment, the grating 232 is in the main branch 222
between the absorptive core 230 and the tributary branches
224-226.

In an embodiment, a region of enhanced cladding 234 is
included at the segment of the main branch 222 that is
between the absorptive core 230 and the tributary branches
224-226. For example, the enhanced cladding 234 may
include a light-reflecting surface that is located around the
perimeter of the main branch 222. In an embodiment, the
enhanced cladding 234 extends along the length of the
absorptive core 230 and the grating 232.

In an embodiment, the grating 232 is selectively reflective.
In such an embodiment, the grating 232 reflects light at a
wavelength of about 1311-1315 nm (e.g., it reflects the light
generated by the first laser diode 202) but does not reflect light
at a wavelength of about 1490 nm (e.g., it does not reflect the
light generated by the second laser diode 204). The grating
232 does not reflect light from the direction of the ONUs
120a-c, as the central wavelengths ofthe light from the ONUs
and the light from the first laser diode 202 are separated.

The absorptive core 230 can include a material such as, but
not limited to, a doped ion substrate, a quantum dot, and a
semiconductor. The substrate may be, for example, glass,
silica, or plastic. The absorptive core 230 has a key saturation
property: it will absorb less optical power (light) if it is receiv-
ing stronger input optical power (light). The absorptive core
230 is also designed to absorb downstream light having the
first wavelength (from the first laser diode 202) and upstream
light having the third wavelength (arriving from the tributary
branches 224-226), and to transmit downstream light having
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the second wavelength (from the second laser diode 204). In
the absence of upstream light having the third wavelength, the
absorptive core 230 will absorb the downstream light having
the first wavelength. In the presence of upstream light having
the third wavelength (arriving from the tributary branches
224-226), the absorptive core 230 will absorb the upstream
light having the third wavelength and so will absorb less
downstream light having the first wavelength. The amount of
downstream light having the first wavelength that would be
absorbed by the absorptive core 230 decreases as the amount
of upstream light having the third wavelength increases.
Thus, in the presence of upstream light having the third wave-
length (arriving from the tributary branches 224-226), more
of'the downstream light having the first wavelength will pass
through the absorptive core 230 to the reflective grating 232,
which will reflect that downstream light back toward the OLT
110.

In operation, the absorptive core 230 can absorb light from
the first laser diode 202. The amount of light from the first
laser diode 202 that is absorbed by the absorptive core 230
depends on whether or not there is light from the direction of
the tributary branches 224-226. In the presence of light from
the direction of (away from) the tributary branches/ONUs (in
the presence of upstream light), the absorptive core 230 will
absorb the upstream light, in which case most if not all of the
downstream light from the direction of the OLT 110 (specifi-
cally, the light from the first laser diode 202, as well as the
light from the second laser diode 204) will pass through the
absorptive core to the grating 232. The light from the first
laser diode 202 will be reflected back through the grating 232
to the OLT 110, while the light from the second laser diode
204 will not be reflected by the grating.

FIG. 3A is a block diagram illustrating an example of the
apparatus including the splitter 200 in operation in an
embodiment according to the present invention. In the FIG.
3 A example, light 302 at a first wavelength (specifically, light
from the first laser diode 202) is transmitted from the OLT 110
through the optical fiber main branch 130 into the optical
waveguide main branch 222 and the absorptive core 230.
Also, light 303 at a second wavelength (specifically, light
from the second laser diode 204) may also be transmitted
from the OLT 110 through the optical fiber main branch 130
into the optical waveguide main branch 222 and the absorp-
tive core 230. However, in this example, light is not being
received from the direction of the tributary branches 224-226
(e.g., from the ONUs 1204a-c).

In the absence of light from the direction of the tributary
branches 224-226 (e.g., from the ONUs 1204a-c), the absorp-
tive core 230 will absorb most if not all of the light 302
generated by the first laser diode 202 (the light at the first
wavelength). The light that is not absorbed by the absorptive
core 230 will be reflected by the grating 232, back toward the
OLT 110; this is the reflected light 304. The reflected light 304
is in the fundamental, non-leaky mode. As mentioned above,
the grating 232 will not reflect the light 303 generated by the
second laser diode 204 (the light at the second wavelength).

FIG. 3B is a block diagram illustrating another example of
the apparatus including the splitter 200 in operation in an
embodiment according to the present invention. In the FIG.
3B example, light 302 at a first wavelength (specifically, light
from the first laser diode 202) is transmitted from the OLT 110
through the optical fiber main branch 130 into the optical
waveguide main branch 222 and the absorptive core 230.
Also, light 303 at a second wavelength (specifically, light
from the second laser diode 204) (not shown in FIG. 3B) may
also be transmitted from the OLT 110 through the optical fiber
main branch 130 into the optical waveguide main branch 222
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and the absorptive core 230. Furthermore, upstream light 313
is also being received from the direction of the tributary
branches 224-226 (e.g., from the ONUs 120a-c).

As the upstream light 313 exits the tributary branches 224-
226, some of it will be coupled to higher-order modes as
shown in FIG. 3B. Some or all of the higher-order mode light
is reflected by the enhanced cladding 234. In essence, modes
of the light 313 that would have leaked in the absence of the
enhanced cladding 234 are confined to the main branch 222
and absorbed by the absorptive core 230. The absorptive core
230 also absorbs the portion of the light 313 that stays in the
fundamental mode (the portion of the light that did not enter
a higher-order mode).

Because the absorptive core 230 absorbs the upstream light
313 (light from the direction of the tributary branches 224-
226, e.g., from the ONUs 120qa-c), it will absorb less of the
downstream light 302 generated by the first laser diode 202
(the downstream light having the first wavelength). The light
304 from the first laser diode 202 that is not absorbed by the
absorptive core 230 will be reflected by the grating 232, back
toward the OLT 110. As mentioned above, the grating 232
will not reflect the light 303 generated by the second laser
diode 204 (the light at the second wavelength).

The amount of downstream light 302 having the first wave-
length that is absorbed by the absorptive core 230 may be
greatly reduced relative to the example of FIG. 3A, depending
on the amount of upstream light 313 being received, and so
the amount of light 304 that is reflected may be greatly
increased relative to the example of FIG. 3A. The reflected
light 304 is in the fundamental, non-leaky mode.

Continuing with reference to FIG. 3B, the upstream light
313 (from the direction of the tributary branches/ONUs)
exchanges its modes with the fundamental, non-leaky mode
of the reflected light 304. Specifically, the modes of the
upstream light 313 that would have leaked (the higher-order
modes) are confined locally by the enhanced cladding 234
and absorbed by the absorptive core 230, and exchanged with
(coupled into) the fundamental, non-leaky mode of the
reflected light 304. Data encoded into the upstream light 313
is also exchanged into the reflected light 304 as part of the
mode exchange.

More specifically, the upstream light 313 is in the funda-
mental mode inside the tributary branches 224-226 before it
reaches the main branch 222. The enhanced cladding 234
prevents the higher-order modes of the upstream light 313
from leaking quickly and the higher-order modes are instead
absorbed by the absorptive core 230. In the presence of the
upstream light 313, the absorptive core 230 absorbs much less
of the downstream light 302 (which is in the fundamental
mode); thus, a significant portion of the downstream light 302
passes through the absorptive core to the reflective grating
232 and is reflected back toward the OLT 110 through the
absorptive core. The reflected light 304 is also in the funda-
mental mode. A mode exchange between the upstream light
313 and the light 304 reflected by the grating 232 occurs in the
absorptive core 230. Inside the absorptive core 230, the
energy of the higher-order of the upstream light 313 is trans-
formed to the energy of the reflected light 304, which is in the
fundamental mode.

In essence, leaky light at the splitter 200 is transformed into
useful, guided light. Consequently, upstream insertion losses
at the splitter are reduced. Conventionally, only about one
percent of the optical signal power from the ONUs 120a-¢
reaches the OLT 110. In embodiments according to the
present invention, up to 50 percent of the optical signal power
from the ONUs reaches the OLT. Reducing power losses can
increase bandwidth and increase the transmission distance of
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optical signals. Costs can be reduced because at least some of
the additional equipment (e.g., amplifiers or regenerators)
used to boost optical signal power can be eliminated.

FIG. 4 is a flowchart 400 of an example of a method for
reducing upstream insertion losses at a splitter in an embodi-
ment according to the present invention. FIG. 4 is discussed
with reference to the other figures above.

In block 402, light transmitted along the optical fibers 130
and 132a-r between an OLT 110 and multiple ONUs 120a-¢
is received at the splitter 200. The light includes downstream
light 302 having a first wavelength and arriving from the
direction of the OLT (the downstream light 302 is traveling
away from the OLT) into the main branch 222, downstream
light 303 having a second wavelength and arriving from the
direction of the OLT (the downstream light 303 is traveling
away from the OLT) into the main branch 222, and upstream
light 313 having a third wavelength and arriving from the
direction of the ONUs (the upstream light 313 is traveling
away from the ONUs) into at least one of the tributary
branches 224-226. In an embodiment, the first wavelength is
about 1311-1315 nm, the second wavelength is about 1490
nm, and the third wavelength is also about 1310 nm. The
downstream light 302 is in the non-leaky, fundamental mode.

Inblock 404, the upstream light 313 having the third wave-
length is absorbed (e.g., by the absorptive core 230), but some
or all of the downstream light 302 having the first wavelength
is not absorbed. That is, in the presence of the upstream light
313, the upstream light will be absorbed by the absorptive
core 230 while some or all of the downstream light 302 having
the first wavelength is not absorbed by the absorptive core and
instead is transmitted through the absorptive core to the grat-
ing 232. Also, as mentioned above, the absorptive core 230 by
design does not absorb the downstream light 303 that has the
second wavelength.

In block 406, the downstream light 302 having the first
wavelength and that was not absorbed by the absorptive core
230 is reflected (e.g., by the grating 232) back through the
absorptive core toward the OLT 110; this light is the reflected
light 304.

In block 408, the light 313 having the third wavelength
exchanges mode with the reflected light 304 (the light having
the first wavelength that is being reflected back through the
absorptive core toward the OLT). That is, the light 313
exchanges its leaky mode(s) with the non-leaky mode of the
reflected light 304. The mode exchange occurs in the absorp-
tive core 230.

While the foregoing disclosure sets forth various embodi-
ments using specific block diagrams, flowcharts, and
examples, each block diagram component, flowchart step,
operation, and/or component described and/or illustrated
herein may be implemented, individually and/or collectively,
using a wide range of hardware. In addition, any disclosure of
components contained within other components should be
considered as examples because many other architectures can
be implemented to achieve the same functionality.

The process parameters and sequence of steps described
and/or illustrated herein (e.g., in FIG. 4) are given by way of
example only and can be varied as desired. For example,
while the steps illustrated and/or described herein may be
shown or discussed in a particular order, these steps do not
necessarily need to be performed in the order illustrated or
discussed. The various example methods described and/or
illustrated herein may also omit one or more of the steps
described or illustrated herein or include additional steps in
addition to those disclosed.

The foregoing description, for purpose of explanation, has
been described with reference to specific embodiments. How-
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ever, the illustrative discussions above are not intended to be
exhaustive or to limit the invention to the precise forms dis-
closed. Many modifications and variations are possible in
view of the above teachings. The embodiments were chosen
and described in order to best explain the principles of the
invention and its practical applications, to thereby enable
others skilled in the art to best utilize the invention and vari-
ous embodiments with various modifications as may be
suited to the particular use contemplated.

While several embodiments have been provided in the
present disclosure, it should be understood that the disclosed
systems and methods might be embodied in many other spe-
cific forms without departing from the spirit or scope of the
present disclosure. The present examples are to be considered
as illustrative and not restrictive, and the intention is not to be
limited to the details given herein. For example, the various
elements or components may be combined or integrated in
another system or certain features may be omitted, or not
implemented. In addition, other items shown or discussed as
coupled or directly coupled or communicating with each
other may be indirectly coupled or communicating through
some interface, device, or intermediate component whether
electrically, mechanically, or otherwise. Other examples of
changes, substitutions, and alterations are ascertainable by
one skilled in the art and could be made without departing
from the spirit and scope disclosed herein.

Embodiments according to the invention are thus
described. While the present disclosure has been described in
particular embodiments, it should be appreciated that the
invention should not be construed as limited by such embodi-
ments, but rather construed according to the below claims.

What is claimed is:

1. An apparatus, comprising:

an optical waveguide having a main branch and a plurality

of tributary branches coupled to the main branch,
wherein the main branch includes:

a light-absorptive core; and

a light-reflective grating with the light-reflective grating

located between the light-absorptive core and the tribu-
tary branches, the light-absorptive core having proper-
ties that cause it to absorb light arriving from the tribu-
tary branches, the light-reflective grating having
properties that cause it to reflect light from the main
branch back through the light-absorptive core to the
main branch, wherein the light arriving from the tribu-
tary branches exchanges mode with light reflected by the
light-reflective grating.

2. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the light reflected by
the light-reflective grating is in a fundamental mode.

3. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the light from the
main branch and reflected by the light-reflective grating has a
first wavelength of about 1311-1315 nanometers (nm).

4. The apparatus of claim 3, wherein light is also transmit-
ted along the main branch toward the tributary branches at a
second wavelength.

5. The apparatus of claim 4, wherein the second wave-
length is about 1490 nanometers (nm).

6. The apparatus of claim 4, wherein the light-reflective
grating is selectively reflective and transmits light at the sec-
ond wavelength.

7. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the light-absorptive
core comprises a material selected from the group of: doped
ion substrate, quantum dot, and a semiconductor.

8. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the main branch
comprises a light-reflecting surface around its perimeter
between the light-absorptive core and the tributary branches.
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9. A system in an optical network, comprising:

an optical line terminal (OLT);

a plurality of optical network units (ONUs); and

an optical splitter coupled between the optical line terminal

(OLT) and the plurality of optical network units
(ONUs), wherein the optical splitter includes a main
branch and a plurality of tributary branches coupled to
the main branch, wherein the main branch includes a
light-absorptive core and a light-reflective grating with
the light-reflective grating located between the light-
absorptive core and the tributary branches, wherein the
light-absorptive core absorbs light traveling in a direc-
tion away from the ONUs and transmits light with a first
wavelength traveling in a direction away from the OLT,
wherein the light with the first wavelength traveling
away from the OLT that reaches the light-reflective grat-
ing and is then reflected by the light-reflective grating
back through the light-absorptive core in a direction
toward the OLT, and wherein the light traveling in the
direction away from the ONUs exchanges mode in the
light-absorptive core with the light having the first wave-
length that is reflected by the light-reflective grating
back through the light-absorptive core toward the OLT.

10. The system of claim 9, wherein the light reflected back
toward the OLT is in a fundamental, non-leaky mode.

11. The system of claim 9, wherein the first wavelength is
about 1311-1315 nanometers (nm).

12. The system of claim 11, wherein light having a second
wavelength is transmitted in the direction away from the OLT.

13. The system of claim 12, wherein the second wavelength
is about 1490 nanometers (nm).

14. The system of claim 12, wherein the light-reflective
grating is selectively reflective and transmits the light having
the second wavelength.

15. The system of claim 9, wherein the light-absorptive
core comprises a material selected from the group of: doped
ion substrate, quantum dot, and a semiconductor.

16. The system of claim 9, wherein the main branch com-
prises a reflecting surface around its perimeter at the light-
absorptive core and the light-reflective grating.

17. A method implemented in an optical splitter having a
main branch and a plurality of tributary branches coupled to
the main branch, the method comprising:

receiving light having a first wavelength into the main

branch ofthe optical splitter, light having a second wave-
length into the main branch, and light having a third
wavelength into one of the plurality of tributary
branches of the optical splitter, wherein the main branch
of the optical splitter includes a light-absorptive core and
a light-reflective grating with the light-reflective grating
located between the light-absorptive core and the plu-
rality of tributary branches;

absorbing, with the light-absorptive core in the main

branch of the optical splitter, the light having the third
wavelength;

transmitting the light having the first wavelength and the

light having the second wavelength from the main
branch through the light-absorptive core to the light-
reflective grating; and

reflecting, with the light-reflective grating in the main

branch of the optical splitter, the light having the first
wavelength back toward the light-absorptive core,
wherein the light having the third wavelength exchanges
mode with the light having the first wavelength that is
reflected back to the light-absorptive core.
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18. The method of claim 17, wherein the light having the
first wavelength that is reflected back to the light-absorptive
core is in a fundamental mode.

19. The method of claim 17, wherein the first wavelength is
about 1311-1315 nanometers (nm), the second wavelengthis 5
about 1490 nm, and the third wavelength is about 1310 nm.

20. The method of claim 17, wherein the light-reflective
grating is selectively reflective and transmits the light at the
second wavelength but reflects the light at the first wave-
length, and wherein the light-absorptive core comprises a 10
material selected from the group of: doped ion, quantum dot,
and semiconductor.
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